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Bill lived with his wife and diugh
L n a feeder of Double Mountain Creel

the northwestern part of Texas
+

r DLD He dressed in an antique black frock
and wore a Panama hat Both
from bcfo the wall suit there

was no mistake about that He rode bout
the ranges and the prairies on an ancient bronco not
quite so antique as his clothes but so antique that the
cowboys said the pinto had been in the Ark

His family was one daughter and if he was cussed
with her there were many young mcn who would have
thought themselves blessed if Amandy Higginson had
so much as smiled on them She was plump and fair
and very engaging and called her mother Maw and
her father And girls were scarce around Dot
hie Mountain while at that time cowboys were plenti-

ful and Texas was not yet fenced in and sheep wet
not ousting cattle

When old Dill was happy he said Amandy W15
the apple of his eye He said she was the finest girl
between the fortyninth parallel and the Mexican bor-

der and was going to marry a rich man When any

cowboy came round with a courting look in his eyes
and a new necktie on Bill developed madness

Ill stand this hyer crowd a shotgun Mary-

he said to his wife Amandy is the girl to wed mil

lons Theres no girl like Amandy Cowboys is pisin-
to me and 111 make em food for cay oots if they ken
languishin araound this raynch You tell em so dy
hear Ill feed em to the beasts of the field

He snorted and his white eyes looked very fierce
The young men in chappareros and guns fought shy of
him It is horrid to be confronted with a gun when
one comes courting for it is of course almost impos-

sible to kill ones prospective fatherinlaw without
discouraging the lady

Now it happened one bright day in the later Spring
when Northers were over and the prairie flowers were
out and all things were heavenly and the cattle were
lively and the wind sweet Amandy on her sun-

bonnet to keep her skin fromfreckJing and took z
little walk on the prairie away from the creek

Good day Amandy jnid Billy

Oh its you said the ungracious Amandy Pears
to mss if I warnt allowed to walk the perairie o
Texas free and without guards Whar did you spring

from
I wuz jest aridin by began Billy
You allcrs is jest aridin by said Amandy An

if you aint jest aridin by its Mr Galpin is or Mr
Gaylord or Morgan Harris e

Waal I knowcd as your Paw wuz away to Painted
Rock Amandy and I thot as it WU7J a good time to
hew a little talk with you and clear things up some For
Im gcttin fair desprit Amandy and 1 owns it

Thats what Morgan says and Merrick and Tom
You all says it and what Ive got to dew with you
licin desprit beats me Billy Prcntiss Caynt a girl-

go awalkin1 on the perairie owned by her own father
without bcm confronted with cowboys satin theyre
desprit and doin nothm but sayin theyre dcspnt

Tis your fault Im desprit urged Billy You
know I loves you morn I loves my own Ive
said it repeated to you an I seT it agin

Aniandy tossed her pretty head and replied
Sos Joyce and Mcrrick and Morgan and the lot of

you an if I payssed my word to you the others would-
be desprit And I dont love no one and if I did t
would be no good for Paw allows cz you knows Mr
Prentiss that hell blow a hole threw any cowboy as
he ketches sight of within a hundred rods of me And
today hes very mad about everything and was out¬

rageous in denouncin you and Joyce before he pulled
out for the Rock So it aint my fault thaT

I dont care the snap of my finger for your Paw
and his gun said Billy If you says youll love me
Ill marry you right off and he caynt shoot his sonin
law thout beio reckoned a mean man An he caynt
neither for I kin take cue o myself and he knowst-
it

Amandy fired up-

I
I

suppose you reckon if he came arter you then
youd just up and shoot him first she asked

Id hcv to maybe declared Billy apologetically
What shoot my old Paw
Not less he pulled on me Amandy-
The idea o1 my merryin a man that allows hed

shoot my Paw said Amandy The idees redickulus
Billy Prentiss and you knows it I aint agoin to
expose my Paw to danger Not but that the danger ud
be of bcin tried for kilhn you for hes deadly with
sv capons

Deadly be con 1rncd 1 said Prentiss The ore
galoot caynt shoot for sour apples The only gun hes
any good with is his mouth

That lets me out said Amandy furiously dont
you speak disrespectful of my Paw I You and me hez
finished Mr Prentiss not that we ever begun here
she tossed her head as I knows of You cayn t be
insultin to Paw and stay in with me

Oh I aint intcndin to insult him any protested
Billy in distress all I allowed wuz as he caynt shoot
any and thet hes gay and free with his tongue jsc-

vcjpyonet round these parts knows as well as me
But Amandv wouldn
If you aint civil to Paw you caynt get me to talk

she declared and Ill be thankful if when we meets
I youll payss me by Mr Prcntiss Im fair sick of des ¬

peration mixed with oncivilrty to my parents for you
never even so much as pays the time of day with my

I pore Maw
Billy exploded
Why Amandy Lords sake how kin I when your

i Paw sets outside with his hair abristling and a gun
really to shoot if we kerns within hayf a mile Its
fair ridicklus to speak so

But at that Amandy turned short and walked towards
i the house

i Oh Amandy said Billy
She paid no attention-
Ohf Amandy Amandy Amandy I he repeated
Miss Higginson if you please said Amandy coldly
Miss Higginson then implored Billy leading his

I horse after her
Nor Miss Higginson dont work neither said

Amandy triumphantly
And then Billy stayed in his tracks and said no more
When he had recovered himself a little Amandy was

entering her Paws house without a look in his direc-
tion

¬
q

Im fair dcsprit said Billy Prentiss
He was then aware of a horseman coming up behind

f

him at an easy walk As he mounted they met face
t to face and though Billy did not know who the man

was he felt that he was strangely like old Bill Higgin

sonThe stranger started and said hastily that he warnl
lookin for anything but Bill Higginsons place

Waal s 011 youre welcome to it said Billy

as he put spnrs to his bronco and loped off The
stranger pulled his horse round and stared after him

I believe that was Amandy with him and that he
was akissini of her or my eyes deceived me said Bill
Higginsons brother lie sure looked fightablc s if
Jic suspicion some Id cot him This must be told to
Bill It will pake Bill tools

He rodo to the house and alighted Mrs Higgin-

son

¬

and Amandy came out
Mary my dear and Amandy how air you asked

George Higginson and whcrcs Dill

Youre welcome brotherinlaw said Mrs Higgin
son but Bills to Painted Rock and wont be hum till
tonight Kern in out o the sun and Amandy will look

after your hoss
And George Higginson went in

Im right glad to ssc you he said And fve
nil sorts of news for Bill Bless me I I arnt bin hyer
for nigh onto a year and how Amandy rises up and-

I du reckon the cowboys hems araound and after her
some dont they Mary Oh yep you bet add Bill is
he as sot on itanclin of cm off with a Winchester or a
doublepronged scattergun as he was Waal to be sure
to he sure Gawd bless you Amandy youre a good
gal to look arter your old uncles hoss and as spry and-

as pretty a gal as Ive sot eyes on in Texas this year
past And if you say cat Mary Im with you for
Im as hungry as a buzzard and could eat onythin

He told Mrs Higginson and Amandy all about
everything on his ranch over on his side of the country
and said how Seth Smith was supposed to be dead on
account of horsestealing But how he died he wouldnt
sty And he further said that the feed on the ranges
wasnt what it had been and that he hated sheep and
that life was a burden

But all the while his very fertile imagination was
working on the subject of Amandy and the large cow ¬

boy His talk presently followed his mind
You aint mcrricd yet Amandy he said with a

nervous laugh-
I aint athinkin o merriagc returned Amandy
Pears to me you should think of it said her uncle

nnANDJlAM SAID

Theres sad dangers in this world for the unmerried
specially unmarried gals aint there Mary

Id like to sec you mcrricd right off mused George
who was sadly afraid hed seen more than he had
known at first He got surer of it every moment-

I aint rcckonin to be mcrricd said Amandy ¬

grilyYou
aint Amandy

No I aint
George shook his head Evidently the bad and

wicked and large cowboy wouldnt marry her 1

He went on to explain some of the dangers of the
state and discussed gay deceivers until Amandy

fled and Mrs Higginson yawned She hadnt seen any
gay deceivers her neighborhood and wasnt
troublin any about em she said

Thank the Lord heres Pawl said Amandy as she
flew out to greet him when he came trotting up to the
doorIn the mawnin when hes rested and quiet Ill get
him on one side and relate thess disaster to him said
George But Ill hew another drap o1 tea Mary Tcliin
the noos makes me dry so it does though Im not one
to talk ccpt on occasions

Mornin George said Bill Hopes youre brighter-
this mormn

No I aint brighter not a cents worth brighter
For now the time has kern for me to speak to you on
a sad pint and one Id rather perish miserable in a
blizzard on the perairie than mention said George-

Let us take a little walk and let me beg you to b=
cam while I rcclatcs the suspicious events to which I
was a sad and horrified witness yesterday replied
George

Bills face turned crimson and his white hair stood-
on end

Brother George he remarked in a strangled whis ¬

tle if you dont want me to apoplex sudden youll be
just a trifle clearer and not so longwinded Whets
it all about before I shoots you for alarmin me

Be cam said George-
I am cam said George s-

Its about our pore dear little Amandy George

beganA
word agin Amandy and IIIstuttered Bill

No no brother you wont Would I say it was
her fault And if it warnt with such as the villain
Im agoin to mention you ian shoot me your sad
brother

Bill and turned blue in the face but he put
on an air of canmess

SpeakI what is it
Its Amandy You reckon shell merry a million ¬

aireBill
made alarming noises but nodded his head

Itll be well if she mcrries a large cowboy roaming-
this neighborhood said George mournfully

A cowboy J My Gawd
Bill could say no more

J see the pore innocent with him Bill Oh Im
sad to say I surprised em She ran and he looked
at me very fightable and mad but I kept cam sos
not to let hint know what I seen and I outfaced him

What did you see whispered BilL
Her and him kissin and him huggin herbut

Ill say no more You and me will hunt him up and
make him merry her right off I

Bill didnt apoplcx but he alarmingly near
it

YOUR DILL

What was he like t
Large and powerful weighin some two hundred

pound or there bouts said George and hed an
ivory butt to his gun and mesqUIte leggings and a red
shirt and his eyes was blue and he warnt badlook ¬

ing and he rode a big sorrel pony branded Circle X
on the near shoulder

Thats Billy Prcntiss said Bill Higginson sure
as death thats Billy Prcntiss who is this minute
lookin forward a little as dear as ever any man was

But George grabbed his arm
No Bill make him merry her If you kill him

wharll she be But say youll make him merry
her and ony kill him afterwards

Amandy to your room gall he yelled
Oh Pawl
To your room gal he repeated
Lord sakes William I said his wife
Silence woman Amandy to your room

And Amandy fled like a lamb before blizzard
while her father glowered and made horrid noises in
his throat

Gimme that batten there he said
George brought him A short piece of wood
The hammer and nails woman I said Bill shortly

His wife brought them trembling He nailed Ainan
dys door up Then he went outside and did the same
to the window

George get your horse up and Ill get the pinto
he said Mrs Iligginson exploded

Whats the pore gal done she cried
Dont ask mel said Amandys father If you

let her out till I return Ill kill all my family and the
pinto and fire the house and shoot George and blow
my own head off Air you ready George

COPYG

Ive made a plan he said when he got outside and
had the pinto saddled up Youll ride over to the
Williams raynch ten miles to the northwest George
Theyve Brother Brandram stayin with cm Tell
him to kern over at once to sec some one in imminent
danger o death If he wont come make him at the
pint o your gun Ill seek Billy Prentiss with thess
shotgun Ill either bring him or a part of him or
perish Go I

In an hour and a half he found the Wlliams ranch
He inquired for Brother Brandram and a portly gentle-
man

¬

in black came out
You desire to see me sir said the minister-
I dew said George Would you oblige me and

my brother Bill Higginson by kemmin over to our
raynch ten miles southeast of this spot to see some
one in imminent danger of immediate decease

Dear me I of course I will said Brother Brand ¬

ram I can get a horse here and will be ready in a
minute Is it a question of disease

Not infectious said George hastily Ill explain-
it as we go along

And Brandram having got a pony saddled came
away at once

In the midst of life we are in death said Brother
Brandram cheerfully Is the sick man a relation of
yours sir

Not yet said George I mean he aint
Is he looking very bad asked the minister
How sad l said Brother Bramlram Can you say

whats the matter
No that I caynt Bill said it was al-

Conlidentlall said Brandram Bless met You
dont mean its a crime

I DO DUTY BROTHER I

an

single

around

choked

looked

Oh by no means not at all said George hastily
There amt no one killed But Amandys locked up

Amandy
Shes my niece said George
But whys she locked up and what has she to do

with the sick man
My brother is goin to hey that explained or perish

replied George
The minister shook his head

Somehow I dont quite understand he said Is
the girl ill-

Gryin fit to bust I

About the dying man
She dont know hes dyin and he aint eractly dyin

but like to die said George in confusion Iy-

brothcr s fetchin him along
Fetchin him along In a wagon
I reckon hell ride said George and with Bill

behind him hell ride fast
Humph I said the minister lie pulled up

Kent along sir said George
Not before I understand said Brandram firmly

You say the mans not exactly dying but like to
die and that hell ride fast with your brother if T

apprehend you rightly he is your brother behind hint
is your brother behind him

Why to fetch him along surely said George hs
wouldnt kcm else But with Bill behind him with a
shotgun hell kern and no fatal error

They rode on in silence
I wish I understood said the unfortunate captive

I wish I understood
Now about this time Bill armed with his deadly shot-

gun
¬

and mounted on the antique pinto was just about-
to come across Billy Prcntiss

They told him at the Circle X Outfit that Bill was

over to Salt Creek and when Bill got there he found
him surely enough

Why there is ole Hig inson said Billy Prcntiss
whats he adoin aridin araound hycr If he was

dead Id be pleased and mcbbc Amandy would be
none too sad neither

Old Bill rode up He pointed his shotgun straight
at the cowboy

Dont do thctl said Prentiss angrily The derv
ole thing might gooffBut old Dill looked mighty serious He spoke and
Prentiss knew that this was business

Unbuckle thet belt o yours and let your gun fall
onto the ground said old Bill or Ill put a double
handful of shot into your stummick thout another KI

word
The cowboy looked at him steadily r id

Dye mean it Mr Higginson I own youve got the
i etdrop on me-

I mean it said Higginson His fierce old eyes
said so too

So Prcntiss unbuckled his belt and let his gun fall e
to the ground

Walk away some said old Bill When Prentiss II
e

was twenty yards away Higginson alighted and picked d it
up the weapon He belted himself with it and mounted
againYoull

walk ahead o me to my raynch said old
Bill in the same awful voice y

Its sure somethin about Amandy thought Pren ¬

tiss as he marched Pore little Amandy I But Im
some surprised I Whalll he do I reckon hell likely
kill me rIt looked very like it But after half an hours steady 35-

ly
walk the ranch was just ahead of them

Now well hear whats the difficulty he said And
then he saw two horsemen coming from the northwest it IS
The four of them met just outside the door i

Thess is the minister Brother Brandram said i
it-

Id

t
George Iligginson

Glad to sec you sub said Bill grimly Ive got
some business for you siih-

J shall he glad to know why began Brandram i

but Bill cut him short
Voull know soon enough Mary

Zits wife came out to the door
Let out Amandy said her husband l JThem as shut her up kin let my darter out said

old Mary angrily
Ill speak to you later on woman said BilL

George get off your horse and let Amandy out rI

George did as he was told He broke down the
railed batten and found Amandy with red eyes r

Youre to kern out said George nervously i

I wont come out said Amandy
You wont-
I wont
Your Paw says you arc to
Tell him them as shut me up kin fetch me out i

said
George repeated this to the father

Amandy said the old man h
There was no answer

Amandy he roared
Yees Paw said the poor girl
Ef you dont kern out bcfo a minutes gone Ill kill j

Billy Prentiss right here I 1

The last person in Amandys mind was Billy Pren ¬ i

kiss why should he kill Billy It was very strange
I

Oh kern out Amandy said her mother
Dont you kern out if you dont want to Amandy Ii

roared Billy PrentIss he wants to kill me let l

him
< fI r

But Amandy crept out
11 dont want you killed Mr Prentiss said

ftmandy What hey you done
Bill Higpinson still on the pinto and with his shot

group roared Silence and thenKim
he turned to the minister I

Merry them two sub and do it immcjct he said

0 said Amandy
Silence gal said her father tt

I wont merry him said Amandy I i
Dont you it you dont want to Amandy said

Billy rBrother Brandram intervened J

If ung lady to marry this young i

man I cant do it said he
Bill lifted his gun

You kin and you will or Ill kill you all and fire

the raynch and kill the pinto and blow my head off

said Bill
Steady said Billy Prentiss Im ready to merry

her and Amandy knows it for Ive bin askin her this
twelve months but Id far rather perish here in my s

tracks than merry her agin her will
Goodby Amandy I always loved you said the

cowboy
Amandy burst into tears f
Oh its shameful she sobbed 0 Paw you shame

me awful 1

One minute gone said old Bill

If you dont love me dont you merry me said
f

Prentiss
Amandy wept bitterly
Ilike you some said Amandy with her eyes to

the ground
Two minutes said Bill i

If youd rather merry Joyce or Morgan dont you

said the cowboy can die Amandy
I

mGeorge spoke
Bill I was wrong he began f

Silence said his brother tis too late for you to
be wrong Tis merriagc or iromcjct death

Merry him Amandy said George Ile whispered t

in her ear llcr him and you km come and live

on my ranch and 111 leave it to when I dIe

Three minutes wasted said Bill

Ill merry you Mr Prentiss said Amandy-

Do your duty Brother Brandram said Bill as be y

returned the watch to his pocket

And Brandram did his duty in a rather shaky voice

Youre now man and wife said he when he had t

one
Bill took up his parable again s i
And now Kevin serried her Prentiss you kin t

yet out and never see her no more For you aint
coin to reap no advantage through your wickedness It

nd Amandy though slit bears your name will hate I

you ever more Git up and git i

But shes my wife said the cowboy in great sur-

prise Shell Kern away with me i

Bill smiled an awful smile
You think so but youre off it away off it Prcnlis-

sf OU dont clear out Ill kill you it
Amandy felt that she was a married woman and had

new duties Mr Prentiss had behaved nobly She
went up to Bill shyly and stood in front of him

He aint gain thout me and if you kills him youll
acv to kill me too Youve made me merry him Paw-
and now Im racrricd Im mcrricd

Waal I wont kill no one at least not today said 4

old Bill He got off the pinto He stroked the ancient
nimals nose

After all Id rather it was you Billy Prentiss than
Morgan Harris or Joyce Briggs he said I always r-

vas down on Joyce Briggs
That night Amandy told her husband that she too

had always been down on Joyce Briggs

r

I
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NEXT WEEK The Little Cripple By William Allen Johnston
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